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Central  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  July  1,  1865. 

Rev.  H.  W.  Bellows,  D.  D.,  President : 

My  Dear  Sir:  On  the  23d  and  24tli  of  May,  last,  ov^er 
200,000  soldiers,  composing  the  armies  of  the  Potomac, 
Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  were  gathered  within  sight  of  the 
Rational  Capital,  and  participated  in  the  grand  review  which 
took  place  in  Washington  at  that  time,  preparatory  to  the 
final  discharge  from  service  of  a  large  portion  of  the  troops. 

The  Relief  Service  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  with  these 
troops  in  the  Department  of  Washington — a  record  of  which 
is  embraced  in  the  accompanying  Report — commenced  with 
the  establishment  of  Relief  Stations  at  convenient  points  on 
the  line  of  march,  for  the  supply  of  ice-water  and  simple  re¬ 
freshment  during  the  two  days’  continuance  of  the  review. 
This  simple  hut  gratefully-received  service  diminished  ma¬ 
terially  the  fatigue  and  exhaustion  incident  to  the  occasion. 

Many  of  the  troops  were  worn  and  exhausted  by  the  long 
marches  and  uninterrupted  service,  and  exhibited  the  low 
physical  condition  resulting  from  a  long,  unvaried  diet  and 
deprivation  of  vegetable  food.  A  temporary  and  partial  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  ordinary  governmental  channels  of  supply, 
necessarily  incident  to  the  adjustment  of  regimental  ac¬ 
counts  preparatory  to  mustering  out,  became  the  occasion  of 
many  wants  which  it  was  the  obvious  duty  of  the  Commis- 
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sion  to  endeavor  to  supply.  The  demand  upon  us,  for  the 
period  during  which  the  troops  remained  temporarily  in 
camp  to  await  the  process  of  discharge  and  transportation  to 
other  points  of  rendezvous,  has  been  second  only  in  impor¬ 
tance  and  magnitude  to  the  requirements  of  the  battle-field 
itself. 

The  timely  aid  of  the  Commission,  thus  rendered,  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  of  the  most  beneficent  character,  and  has 
been  most  gratefully  acknowledged  by  both  officers  and 
men. 

The  organization  by  which  these  wants  have  been  system¬ 
atically  ascertained  and  provided  for  may  appear  from  the 
following 

Regulations  for  the  Field  Relief  Service  of  the  U.  S.  Sani¬ 
tary  Commission  with  the  armies  in  the  department  of 
Washington,  May  25,  1865: 

Dr.  M.  D.  Benedict,  Chief  Inspector,  in  charge. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Sperry,  Chief  of  Field  Relief  Corps. 
Mrs.  Stephen  Barker,  Supt.  of  Hospital  Visitors, 


The  establishment  for  a  Corps  shall  be  as  follows : 

PEESOMEL .  .....One  agent  in  charge,  with  such  additional  agents 

and  laborers  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chief 
Inspector,  the  requirements  of  the  service  may 
demand. 

EQUIPMENT .  . One  tent,  and  one  four-horse  wagon  and  driver. 

THE  CHIEF  OF  FIELD  CORPS  Will  supervise  and  be  held  responsible 

for  the  work  of  the  agents  in  charge  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  Corps  Stations. 

He  will  report  to  the  Chief  Inspector.  The  agent 
in  charge  of  Corps  Belief  Station  will  report  to 
Chief  of  Field  Relief  Corps.  All  other  agents 
and  laborers  will  be  under  the  direction  of  ageiit 
in  charge  of  Corps  Relief  Station, 
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THE  AOEHT  IN  OHAEGE  OF  COEPS  STATION  Shall  select  the  most 


convenient  point  for  the  location  of  his  tent,  at 
which  place  he  or  his  representative  will  always 
be  found.  One  four-horse  wagon  and  driver  will 
he  detailed,  subject  to  his  order,  for  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  supplies  and  for  such  other  pur¬ 
poses,  in  the  legitimate  discharge  of  his  duties, 
as  he  may  elect. 


EEQUISITIONS. 


Eequisitions  for  supplies  from  the  agent  in  charge 


to  be  in  all  cases  sent  to  the  Chief  Inspector  in 
time  to  allow  a  proper  inspection  of  the  same ; 
and  the  agent  in  charge  will  be  held  responsible 
for  any  failure  of  supplies  chargeable  to  a  non- 
compliance  with  these  regulations. 

Requisitions  from  medical  officers  for  hospital 
stores  and  stimulants  to  be  referred  to  Chief 
Inspector,  and  to  be  endorsed  by  the  agent  in 
charge,  with  strength  of  regiment,  number  of 
sick,  and  such  brief  report  upon  condition  of  the 
men  as  may  be  possible. 


SUPPLIES. 


Supplies  of  clothing,  shoes,  &c.,  to  he  issued — ex¬ 


cept  in  special  cases,  after  careful  examination 
by  the  agent  in  charge — on  special  requisitions 
of  the  Officers  commanding  companies,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Regimental  Commanders. 

Supplies  of  stationery,  tobacco,  towels,  handker¬ 
chiefs,  thread,  &c.,  to  be  drawn  from  the  Field 
Depot,  and  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  agent  in 
charge  by  the  distributing  agent,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  Regiments,  Brigades,  and  Divis¬ 
ions,  with  the  view  to  preserve  a  correct  record 
of  issue. 


THE  CORPS  OF  HOSPITAL  VISITORS  Temporarily  detailed  for  aux¬ 


iliary  service  with  the  Field  Relief  Corps,  will 
report,  through  their  Superintendent,  to  the 
Chief  Inspector ;  their  work  to  be  confined  to 
such  individual  relief  as  may  be  designated,  and 
not  to  include  the  issue  or  supply  of  clothing. 


The  following  reports  will  exhibit  in  detail  the  method 
and  results  of  the  work. 

S.  BLATCHFOItD, 

General  Secretary. 


REPORTS. 


Jno.  S.  Blatchford,  Esq.,  Greneral  Secretary: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  yon  herewith  the  reports  and  ®ther 
documents  of  interest  relating  to  the  late  issue  of  supplies  by  the 
Commission  to  the  troops  encamped  in  and  about  Washington. 

These  reports  include  all  that  need  be  said  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
work ;  of  the  necessity  for  the  large  and  liberal  distribution,  arising 
from  the  destitute  condition  of  the  men,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  was  accomplished — rendering  any  additional  statement  from 
me  unnecessary. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

M.  D.  BENEDICT. 


REPORT  OF  A.  M.  SPERRY. 

U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  June  22,  1865. 
Dr.  M.  D.  Benedict,  Chief  Inspector, 

U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission,  Dep’t  of  Washington: 

Sir  :  The  work  of  the  Field  Relief  Corps  has,  in  this  Department, 
closed,  and  it  remains  for  me  to  submit  a  final  report  for  the  brief 
period  it  has  been  tinder  my  charge. 

In  attempting  this,  I  regret  that  circumstances  have  prevented  my 
collecting  many  facts  and  statistics  concerning  the  troops  and  our  work 
among  them,  which  would  give  certainty  and  directness  to  much  that 
can  now  be  presented  only  in  general  terms.  This  remark  will  explain 
the  form  which  my  report  assumes. 

For  the  purpose  of  presenting  clearly  a  summary  of  results,  I  desire 
to  direct  your  attention  to 
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THE  WORK  TO  BE  DONE. 

With  the  close  of  the  campaign  that  resulted  in  the  collapse  of  the 
rebellion,  the  Field  work  of  the  Commission  and  the  organization 
of  the  Field  Relief  Corps  terminated.  There  were  to  be  no  more 
battles,  and  therefore,  no  “battle-field  relief.’’  The  expensive  wagon- 
train  and  the  attendant  system  of  supply  was  broken  up;  the  agents, 
one  by  one,  sent  home,  and  the  feeling  everywhere  prevailed  that  “  the 
Sanitary  ”  had  about  done  its  work.  Sick  and  wounded  lingering 
in  Hospital  were  to  be  watched  for  a  time;  “special  relief”  was  to  be 
afforded  to  men  on  their  way  home ;  “  claim  agencies”  might  multiply 
and  extend  their  protection  to  every  soldier  in  need  of  it;  “  Sanitaria” 
might  make  available  the  remaining  powers  of  the  maimed  and  home¬ 
less  ;  but  no  more  horrors  of  actual  war  would  ever  call  upon  the  store¬ 
houses  of  the  Commission,  or  the  ready  sympathies  of  the  people. 

Armies,  the  aggregate  strength  of  which  must  have  exceeded  two 
hundred  thousand  men,  were  rapidly  assembling  around  this  city, 
previous  to  the  grand  review  and  their  disbandment.  These  men  were 
the  travel-worn  veterans  of  Sherman,  and  the  battle-stained  heroes  of 
the  glorious  old  Army  of  the  Potomac,  men  of  whom  the  nation  is 
already  proud,  and  whom  history  will  teach  our  children  to  venerate. 
Alas!  that  veterans  require  more  than  “field  rations;”  that  heroes 
will  wear  out  or  throw  away  their  clothes,  or  become  diseased  with 
scurvy  or  chronic  diarrhoea. 

The  Army  of  the  West  had  marched  almost  two  thousand  miles, 
subsisting  from  Atlanta  to  the  ocean  almost  wholly  upon  the  country 
through  which  it  passed.  When  it  entered  the  destitute  regions  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  it  became  affected  with  scorbutic  diseases. 
A  return  to  the  ordinary  marching  rations  gave  the  men  plenty 
to  eat,  but  no  vegetables.  Nor  had  foraging  put  them  in  a  condition 
to  bear  renewed  privation. 

The  Commissary  Department  issued  vegetables  m  such  small  quan¬ 
tities  that  they  did  not  affect  the  condition  of  the  troops  in  any 
appreciable  degree.  Surgeons  immediately  sought  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission.  The  demand  soon  became  greater  than  the  supply.  At  first 
they  wanted  nothing  but  vegetables,  for  having  these,  they  said,  all 
other  discomforts  would  become  as  nothing. 

After  we  had  secured  an  organization  through  the  return  of  agents 


and  the  arrival  of  transportation,  a  division  of  labor  was  made,  resuu- 
ing  ultimately  in  three  departments,  more  or  less  distinct.  These  were : 

First,  the  supply  of  vegetables ; 

Second,  the  depots  for  hospital  and  miscellaneous  supplies ;  and. 

Third,  the  visitation  of  troops  for  the  purpose  of  direct  distribution 
of  small  articles  of  necessity  or  comfort. 

Our  first  contact  with  Sherman’s  army  was  at  its  Provisional  camps 
at  Alexandria.  In  these  camps  were  gathered  thousands  of  men,  re¬ 
turned  prisoners,  convalescents,  stragglers,  and  men  detached  by  va¬ 
rious  causes  from  the  main  body.  Much  need  prevailed.  Our  Depot 
there  remained  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  (15th  and  17th 
Corps,)  and  followed  it  to  its  new  position,  taken  up  after  the 
review,  where  we  again  entered  upon  the  work  of  general  supply. 
This  work  is  not  detailed  in  the  reports  of  our  agents  as  fully  as  I 
desire;  but  it  was  systematically  and  thoroughly  conducted.  AYe 
were  fortunate  in  having  there  agents  who  had  been  long  connected 
with  the  arm}",  knew  its  officers,  its  men,  and  their  real  wants.  The 
issue  of  vegetables  was  made  promptly,  and  hospital  supplies  most 
needed  carefully  dispensed.  Besides  this,  the  different  Regiments  and 
Detachments  were  all  visited  by  two  ladies,  agents  of  the  Commission, 
who  distributed,  directly  to  the  men,  the  towels,  handkerchiefs,  paper, 
envelopes,  needles,  and  thread,  furnished  for  this  purpose.  I  mention 
their  services  with  much  satisfaction. 

This  depot  continued  in  its  place  until  the  army  took  up  its  west¬ 
ward  march,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  Army  of  Georgia,  (14th 
and  20th. Corps.)  We  had,  simultaneously  with  our  work  at  other  points, 
put  agents  into  the  two  Corps  composing  this  Army;  but  we  had  no 
Depot  there  until  the  establishment  of  the  one  referred  to  above.. 
Still,  I  think  the  requisitions  of  our  agents  reached  most  of  the  really 
destitute  cases.  Much  individual  relief  was  also  afforded  by  the  visits 
of  the  ladies  assigned  to  these  Corps.  A  division  of  the  19th  Corps 
attached  to  this  army  was  also  supplied.  Our  distribution  went  on 
until  the  troops  going  away  were  under  arms,  many  regiments  taking 
with  them  the  oranges,  lemons,  and  tomatoes  we  gave  them,  and  the 
men  putting  them  in  their  haversacks  as  they  moved.  Provisional 
Divisions,  composed  of  the  A^eteran  troops,  remained  behind;  these 
were  finally  consolidated  into  a  single  organization,  and  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

I  dismiss  general  statements  concerning  our  work  in  the  armies  of 
the  AA^estby  saying  that  a  feeling  of  gratitude  toward  the  Commission 
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pervaded  all  ’  that  the  troops  were  more  than  satisfied’^  with  what  we 
had  done  for  their  welfare,  feeling,  in  the  language  of  more  than  one 
soldier,  that  they  were  “  in  God’s  country  once  more/’  Medical  officers 
were  not  only  desirous  of  availing  themselves  of  our  stores,  but  were 
equally  ready  to  acknowledge  the  benefits  conferred. 

Our  work  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  dates,  properly,  from  the 
25th  of  May,  the  day  after  the  review,  at  which  time  our  Depot 
was  established.  We  had  previously  reached  such  regiments  as  had 
made  application  through  their  Surgeons  or  Chaplains,  but  these  cases 
were  few.  The  result  of  first  impressions,  derived  from  statements  of 
prominent  officers,  was,  that  in  this  army  our  issues  need  not  be 
heavy.  We  however  found  occasion  to  do  much — all  that  we  were' able  to. 
It  soon  became  evident  that  the  need  of  vegetables  was  here  as  great 
as  it  had  been  in  Sherman’s  army.  The  general  condition  of  the 
men  was  unfavorable.  They  were  worn  out,  had  indifferent  rations, 
poor  camps,  and  if  they  had  not  as  much  scurvy  as  the  other  army, 
they  were  in  a  fair  way  to  get  it.  Our  duty  was  plain  and  the 
reasoning  simple:  Unless  these  men  have  a  change  of  diet,  they  will 
sicken  and  die  in  constantly  increasing  numbers.  Government  cannot 
furnish  vegetables,  therefore  we  must. 

Furnishing  vegetables  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  the  second 
part  of  the  work  to  be  done.  Our  Depot  near  5th  A.  C.  headquarters 
was  an  institution  in  itself.  Its  history  is  best  told  by  the  huge  pile 
of  requisitions  accompanying  this  report,  all  of  which  were  drawn  upon 
that  station.  I  regard  our  work  here  as  of  the  greatest  value  to  the 
troops.  Many  interesting  details  are  given  in  the  accompanying  reports, 
but  more  are  omitted.  The  immense  pressure  of  business  left  no  leisure 
^to  record  facts  or  to  give  incidents  of  daily  experience.  If  at  any  time 
we  desire  added  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  our  work  or  of  its  necessity, 
we  have  but  to  refer  to  the  medical  officers,  and  to  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  three  Army  Corps  there  reached. 

In  its  details  our  work  might  doubtless  have  been  improved but  the 
results  were,  upon  the  whole,  satisfactory;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  there  was  as  small  a  percentage  of  waste  as  has  ever  been 
attained  at  any  Sanitary  station  of  its  size.  If  the  tents  were  old,  so 
were  the  agents;  and  these,  unlike  the  former,  were  perfectly  sound. 
Doubtless  some  men  got  shirts,  and  other  men  supplies,  who  did  not 
need  them;  but  all  such  things  are  exceptional,  and  should  be  treated 
as  evils  that  are  to  be  kept  down  to  the  minimum  without  expecting 
a  radical  removal.  Men  steal,  cheat,  and  lie,  out  of  the  army  as  well 
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as  in  it,  yet  society  does  not  suspend  operations.  The  unjust  are  upon 
the  earth,  yet  God  sends  his  sunshine  and  rain.  In  the  same  spirit  of 
patient  forbearance  ought  we  to  pursue  our  work  of  beneficence. 

lYe  very  soon  found  that  an  important  part  of  the  work  to  be  done 
was  to  meet,  so  far  as  we  could,  the  demands  made  upon  us  for  under¬ 
clothing  and  socks.  *  *  *  *  Previous  to  the  homeward  march, 

an  issue  of  clothing — partial,  I  think — was  made;  but  many  did  not 
draw,  thinking  a  few  days  would  see  them  out  of  the  service  and  on 
their  way  home  ;  many,  because  they  preferred  to  draw  in  Washington, 
neglected  to  do  so  then  ;  others  had  no  opportunity.  Arriving  here, 
clothing  was  issued  to  some  extent,  but  not  generally.  Much  confusion 
prevailed ;  accounts  of  organizations  going  out  of  service  must  be 
closed.  Phis'  took  time;  and  often  there  were  men  who  would  not  be 
mustered  out.  These  would  have  no  opportunity  to  draw  until  re¬ 
assigned. 

It  is  also  true  that  during  the  rapid  and  exhausting  march  home 
from  Richmond  and  beyond,  many  men  parted  with  everything  in 
order  to  keep  with  their  commands,  who,  had  they  been  marching  the 
other  way,  would  have  kept  everything.  To  the  weary  soldiers  Wash¬ 
ington  seemed  to  he  the  land  of  plenty,  reaching  which,  all  good 
things  could  be  attained.  How  serious  was  their  disappointment  may 
be  shown  by  the  indignant  protests  and  the  statements  of  Sherman’s 
men  that  they  would  rather  be  in  North  Carolina,  and  from  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  that  they  were  better  off  in  the  trenches  before  Peters¬ 
burg  than  here.  That  this  was  not  mere  grumbling  is  shown  by  its 
universality,  by  the  expressions  of  medical  officers,  and  by  my  own 
observation.  The  reports  of  other  agents  of  the  Commission  upon 
this  point  show  the  same  state  of  things.  How  far  the  Government  is 
to  receive  censure,  or  how  much  is  chargeable  to  circumstances,  I  am 
unable  to  say.  The  fact  that  our  agent  in  charge  at  the  Depot  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  decided  to  give  but  ten  shirts  to  the  hundred  men 
shows  what  were  his  views  of  the  need,  and  also  the  calls  made  upon 
him.  I  would  not  have  it  understood  that  ten  per  cent,  of  the  army 
was  naked,  but  that  more  than  that  number  had  no  change  of  clothing, 
and  often  no  whole  garment.  These  remarks  apply  to  other  articles 
besides  shirts.  Socks  are  always  deficient  in  supply,  and  the  simple 
dictates  of  humanity  prompt  us  to  furnish  them  to  foot-sore  or  destitute 
men.  We  gave  no  shoes,  save  in  those  cases  where  men  had  none  and 
had  no  immediate  prospect  of  getting  any.  Blankets  were  at  first  given 
to  men  sick  in  quarters,  who  had  none,  and  who  were  compelled  to 
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ile  ua  cue  ground.  This  was  the  case  also  in  the  Field  Hospitals. 
Often  men  came  in  with  no  blanket,  and  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
hospital  prevented  their  getting  other  accommodation  than  the  ground. 
But  as  the  hospitals  improved  and  the  condition  of  the  camps  became 
better,  the  need  for  them  became  less,  and  very  few  were  asked  for. 

The  standard  of  comfort  among  troops  in  the  field  has  steadily  ad¬ 
vanced.  It  is  a  good  sign  when  a  few  shoeless  or  shirtless  men,  seen 
even  at  the  close  of  a  campaign,  excite  both  pity  and  indignation  at 
the  causes  of  their  destitution.  It  would  be  unjust,  also,  to  the  effi¬ 
cient  Department  that  has  the  clothing  of  the  men  for  its  care,  not  to 
recognize  and  applaud  its  wonderful  persistence  and  energy,  even  while 
stating  that  it  does  not  always  reach  individual  suffering.  Our  own 
duty  is  and  has  been,  as  it  always  should  be,  supplementary  to  govern¬ 
mental  Departments.  If  by  these  issues  of  clothing  we  have  helped 
men,  to  whom  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  we  never  can  pay, 
to  attain  a  degree  of  comfort  they  could  not  have  otherwise  possessed 
— if  by  introducing  additional  means  of  protection  and  cleanliness  we 
have  saved  men  from  fever,  who,  without  this  aid,  would  have  sickened 
and  perhaps  died — and  if  we  have  been  once  more  the  instruments  of 
letting  the  army  feel  the  gifts  of  the  people  at  home,  it  is  a  reason  for 
thankfulness  that  we  have  had  both  the  means  and  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so.  The  armies  that  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth  the 
slaveholders’  republic  were  true  men.  The  soldier  who  asks  for  some 
needed  garment  to-day  will,  years  hence,  be  reverenced  as  one  of  the 
heroes  of  a  glorious  age. 

The  large  amount  of  miscellaneous  and  hospital  supplies  used  at  our 
various  Depots,  and  more  especially  at  our  Depot  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  were  issued  principally  to  the  troops  and  to  the  sick  in 
Quarters.  The  issues  made  to  Hospitals  are  herewith  submitted  in  a 
tabulated  form.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  Field  Hospitals,  in¬ 
cident  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  permission  to  send  men  to  General 
Hospital,  and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  stay  and  be  mus¬ 
tered  out  with  the  regiment,  kept  many  sick  men  in  Quarters  who 
would  under  other  circumstances  have  been  sent  away.  To  these  men 
something  more  palatable  than  the  bread,  meat,  and  coffee  of  the  camp 
was  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  to  these  we  issued  as  freely  as  our 
means  would  permit.  Miscellaneous  stores  were  here,  as  in  other 
Corps,  distributed  through  the  camps  by  the  ladies  who  were  assigned 
to  this  duty. 
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I  copy  from  the  record  of  a  single  half-day’s  visit  to  different  points 

notes : 


the  following  hurried 

O 


June  12th. — Visited  1st  and  2d  Division  Hospitals,  —  A.  C. 
Their  condition  is  crowded  and  uncomfortable,  with  much  typhoid  and 
typhus  fever,  and  diarrhoea ;  the  mortality  being  greater  than  usual. 
The  ‘  fund  ’  is  large,  giving  a  good  diet  list.  The  men  are  worn  out 
by  hard  marches,  and  suffering  from  lack  of  vegetable  food,  not 
having  in  camp  sufficient  food.  The  Hospitals  are  badly  located, 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  camps.  This  is  no  fault  of  the  Surgeons,  who 
have  chosen  the  best  places  they  could  find.  I  notice  that  the  air  is 
everywhere  tainted  by  the  exhalations  from  the  half-buried  debris  of 
old  camps. 

“  Visited  the  Surgeon  of  the  —  Eegiment,  X.  Y.  V  ,  who  expressed 
his  thanks  for  ‘the  large  and  liberal  supply  of  vegetables  just  furnished 
by  the  Con  mission’ — ‘the  men  being  delighted.’  He  had  entered 
an  energetic  protest,  in  a  report  to  the  Medical  Director,  against  the 
treatment  the  men  were  receiving  from  the  (''ommissary  Department. 

“The  Surgeon  of  the  1st  —  reports  scurvy  well  developed,  and  con¬ 
demns  in  very  strong  terms  the  treatment  the  men  are  receiving.  He 
thanked  us  for  our  issues  of  vegetables,  giving,  as  it  did, ‘nearly  five 
pounds  per  man.’  He  had  in  a  uftimber  of  cases  directed  men  to  eat 
their  potatoes  and  onions  raw,  in  order  to  secure  their  full  benefit. 

“  Dr.  — — ,  Brigade  Surgeon  —  Brigade,  —  A.  C.,  reports  that  our 
issues  were  very  timely,  and  of  excellent  quality— -‘  the  onions  being 
the  best  he  had  ever  seen.’  ‘  The  men  had  some  of  them  yet.’  He 
had  always  appreciated  the  service  the  Commission  rendered,  and 
believed  it  still  necessary.  ‘  The  men  received  only  field  rations,  and 
were  in  great  need.’  Both  the  last-named  gentlemen  had  entered 
written  protests  against  the  rations  the  men  were  receiving. 

“  Surgeon  - - ,  —  Corps,  reports  the  health  of  the  men  good  until 

they  came  here.  Water  is  pooiq  also,  ‘  food  not  as  good  as  when  before 
Petersburg.’  They  are  out  of  money,  and  have  drawn  no  under-cloth¬ 
ing.  ‘  31en  were  used  up  by  the  review.’  ‘Seventeen  (17)  ambu¬ 
lance  loads  were  taken  to  a  single  Division  Hospital  the  day  after 
it:’ — this  showing  that  the  men  were  not  in  good  condition. 

“  The  general  testimony  is  to  the  effect  that  the  condition  of  the 
men  is  worse  than  in  the  field.  Sickness,  of  course,  is  most  common 
among  the  recruits.  But  men  ‘made  of  iron,’  says  one  surgeon,  whom 
he  supposed  ‘  couldn’t  be  sick,’  have  had  to  succumb.  The  causes 
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seem  to  be  previous  bard  work,  unbealtbiness  of  present  camps,  in¬ 
ferior  quality  of  food,  insufficient  exercise,  and  a  general  relaxation  of 
discipline,” 

y erbal  reports  from  our  agents,  wbo  went  tbrougb  the  several  Corps, 
show  a  similar  condition  of  things  generally  prevalent.  When  typhus 
and  typhoid  fevers,  of  a  peculiarly  unmanageable  type,  prevail  through¬ 
out  an  entire  army  •  when  the  number  of  deaths  are  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  number  sick ;  when  men  who  have  borne  the  brunt  of  heavy 
campaigns  fall  victims  to  preventable  diseases,  almost  in  sight  of  their 
homes,  it  would  seem  as  if  some  one  must  be  to  blame;  or,  if  circum¬ 
stances  alone,  then  it  is  our  duty  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  remove  those 
circumstances. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  state,  that  we  reached  all  the  men  of  both 
the  grand  Armies  with  a  liberal  issue  of  vegetables,  averaging  fully 
three  pounds  per  man.  We  have  supplied  all  the  L  ivision  Hospitals 
with  many  articles  not  to  be  had  at  the  time  through  regular  channels, 
and  with  additional  comforts  We  have  reached  the  sick  in  Quarters 
to  an  extent  sufficient  to  alleviate  much  suffering;  and  we  have  fur¬ 
nished,  through  Surgeons,  Chaplains,  and  our  own  lady  visitors,  large 
quantities  of  those  minor,  but  essential  articles,  the  possession  of  which 
makes  much  of  the  difference  between  comfort  and  discomfort. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  reports 
from  the  members  of  the  Relief  Corps.  To  these  gentlemen  we  are 
'  indebted  for  the  success  of  our  undertaking;  and  long  acquaintance 
with  most  of  them  has  made  me  aware  how  patiently,  faithfully,  and 
intelligently  they  have  labored. 

The  work  of  the  Field  Relief  with  these  armies  is  done.  In  the 
story  of  our  national  redemption  will  be  many  thrilling  chapters  of 
battles,  sieges,  and  marches;  many  sad  ones,  of  heroes  slain,  of 
hospitals  filled  with  sick  and  wounded,  and  of  desolated  homes;  but 
in  the  midst  of  the  gloom  of  the  battle-smoke,  and  the  pale  shadows  of 
hospital  wards,  will  shine  a  rosy  light;  for  it  will  also  be  told  how 
the  nation,  with  one  heart,  united  to  bless  and  comfort  those  who 
suffered  in  its  cause — how  mothers,  wives,  and  sisters  forgot  their 
tears  for  the  dead  in  working  for  the  living,  and  bound  up  their  own 
wounds  in  helping  the  suffering.  Thank  God  for  the  lessons  this 
has  taught  us.  How  truly  have  we  been  again  taught,  ^Ht  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.”  None  can  better  understand  the 
meaning  of  these  words  than  can  those  who  have  been  allowed  to  be 
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the^  instruments  of  conveying  the  people’s  bounty  to  its  army  iu  the 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  SPEERY, 
Superintendent  Field  Eelief. 


REPORT  OF  MRS.  STEPHEN  BARKER. 

.  „  Washington,  D.  C.,  June  29,  1865. 

_  Sir:  It  was  my  privilege  to  witness  the  advance  of  the  Army 
in  ^  e  spiing  0  1862,  and  the  care  of  soldiers  in  camp  and  Hospital 
aving  occupied  all  my  time  since  then  ;  it  was  therefore  gratifying 
to  close  my  labors  by  welcoming  the  returning  Army  to  the  Lml 
camping  grounds  it  left  four  years  ago.  The  circumstances  under 
ich  ,t  went  forth  and  returned  were  so  unlike,  the  contrast  between 

een  difficult  to  find  an  espre.ssion  suited  to  the  hour.  The  Sani 

for  Itself  this  expression.  It  sent  out  its  agents  to  visit  every  rec^iRnt 
and  all  soldiers  on  detached  duty,  to  ascertain  and  relieve  their  wants 
n  y  words  and  acts  of  kindness  to  assure  them  of  the  deep  and 

“:r  ■ 

The  2d,  5th  6th,  9th,  14th,  15th,  17th,  and  20th  army  corps  have 
been  encamped  about  the  capital.  They  numbered  over  200.bd0  men 
Our  first  work  was  to  establish  stations  for  Sanitary  stores  in  the 
camps  wherever  it  was  practicable,  to  which  soldiers  mioht  come  for 
e  supply  of  their  wants  without  the  trouble  ef  getting^  passes  into 
Washington.  Our  Field  Relief  Agents,  who  have  folloEd  the  a  1 
from  point  to  point,  called  on  the  officers  to  inform  them  to  oiii  Z 
house  for  supplies  of  vegetables  and  pickles.  The  report  of  the  8 
mtendent  of  FieM  Relief  will  show  how  great  a  work  has  been  Tone 
for  the  army  in  these  i-espects.  How  great  has  been  the  need  of  a  full 
an  generous  distribution  of  the  articles  of  food  and  clotliinc.  may  be 
realized  by  the  fact,  that  here  were  men  unpaid  for  theEast  six 
onths,  and  yet  to  remain  so  till  mustered  out  of  the  service  in 

with  Government  accounts  were  closed 

no  sutlers  in  their- regiments,  and  no  credit  anywhere.  Every 
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tnarket-day  numbers  of  these  war-worn  veterans  have  been  seen  asking 
for  some  green  vegetable  from  the  tempting  piles,  which  were  forbid¬ 
den  fruit  to  them. 

In  order  to  make  our  work  in  the  army  as  thorough,  rapid,  and 
effective  as  possible,  it  was  decided  to  accept  the  services  of  the 
“  Hospital  Visitors,’^  They  have  been  at  home  in  the  Hospitals  ever 
since  the  war  began,  but  never  in  the  camp.  But  we  believed  that 
even  here  they  would  be  safe,  and  the  gifts  they  brought  would  be 
more  valued  because  brought  by  them. 

Six  ladies  have  been  employed  by  the  Sanitary  Commission  as  Hos¬ 
pital  Visitors.  These  were  temporarily  transferred  from  their  Hospitals 
to  the  field. 

The  2d  and  5th  Corps  were  visited  by  Mrs.  Steele  and  Miss  Abby 
Francis. 

The  6th  Corps  by  Mrs.  Johnson,  Miss  Armstrong,  and  Mrs.  Barker; 
one  in  each  Division. 

The  9th  Corps  by  Miss  Wallace,  whose  illness  afterward  obliged  her 
to  yield  her  place  to  Mrs.  Barker. 

The  14th  Corps  by  Miss  Armstrong. 

The  15th  and  17th  Corps  by  ladies  belonging  to  those  Corps— Mrs, 
Porter  and  Mrs.  Bickerdyke — whose  admirable  services  rendered  other 
presence  superfluous. 

The  20th  Corps  was  visited  by  Mrs.  Johnson. 

The  articles  selected  for  their  distribution  were  the  same  for  all  the 
Corps ;  while  heavy  articles  of  food  and  clothing  were  issued  by  orders 
from  the  Field  Agents,  smaller  articles — like  towels,  handkerchiefs, 
stationery,  sewing  materials,  combs,  reading  matter,  &c. — were  left  to 
the  ladies. 

This  division  of  labor  has  been  followed,  except  in  cases  where  no 
Field  Agent  accompanied  the  lady,  and  there  was  no  Sanitary  Station  in 
the  Corps.  Then  the  lady  agent  performed  double  duty.  She  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  vehicle,  and  followed  by  an  army  wagon  loaded  with  sup¬ 
plies  sufficient  for  her  day’s  distribution,  which  had  been  drawn  from 
the  Commission  storehouse  upon  a  requisition  approved  by  the  Chief 
Clerk.  On  arriving  at  the  camp  her  first  call  was  at  headquarters,  to 
obtain  permission  to  distribute  her  little  articles,  to  learn  how  sick  the 
men  were,  in  Quarters  or  in  Hospital,  and  to  find  out  the  numbers  in 
each  company.  The  ladies  adopted  two  modes  of  issuing  supplies  :  some 
called  for  the  entire  company,  giving  into  each  man’s  hand  the  thing 
he  needed ;  others  gave  to  the  Orderly  Sergeant  of  each  company 
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the  same  proportion  of  each  article,  which  he  distributed  to  the  men. 
The  willing  help  and  heartfelt  pleasure  of  the  officers  in  distributing  our 
gifts  among  their  men  have  added  much  to  the  respect  and  affection 
already  felt  for  them  by  the  soldiers  and  their  friends. 

In  Mrs.  Johnson’s  report  of  her  work  in  the  20th  A.  C.,  she  says  : 
^^In  several  instances  officers  have  tendered  the  thanks 'of  their  reo-i- 

ments,  when  they  were  so  choked  by  tears  as  to  render  their  voices 
unheard.” 

I  remember  no  scenes  in  camp  more  picturesc[ue  than  some  of  our 
visits  have  presented.  The  great  open  army  wagon  stands  under  some 
shade  tree,  with  the  officer  who  has  volunteered  to  help,  or  the  regular 
Field  Agent,  standing  in  '  the  midst  of  boxes,  bales,  and  bundles. 
Wheels,  sides,  and  every  projecting  point  are  crowded  with  eager  sol¬ 
diers,  to  see  what  “the  Sanitary”  has  brought  for  them.  By 
the  side  of  the  great  wagon  stands  the  light  wagon  of  the  lady, 
with  its  curtains  all  rolled  up,  while  she  arranges  before  and  around 
her  the  supplies  she  is  to  distribute.  Another  eager  crowd  surrounds 
her,  patient,  kind,  and  respectful  as  the  first,  except  that  a  shade  more 
of  softness  in  their  look  and  tone  attest  to  the  ever  living  power  of 
woman  over  the  rough  elements  of  manhood.  In  these  hours  of  per¬ 
sonal  communication  with  the  soldier,  she  finds  the  true  meaning  of 
her  work.  This  is  her  golden  opportunity,  when  by  look  and  tone 
and  movement  she  may  call  up,  as  if  by  magic,  the  pure  influences 
of  home,  which  may  have  been  long  banished  by  the  hard  necessi¬ 
ties  of  war.  Quietly  and  rapidly  the  supplies  are  handed  out  for  Co. 
A,  B,  C,  &c.,  first  from  one  wagon,  then  the  other,  and  as  soon  as  a 
regiment  is  completed  the  men  hurry  back  to  their  tents  to  receive 
their  share,  and  write  letters  on  the  newly  received  paper,  o-r  apply  the 
long  needed  comb,  or  mend  the  gaping  seams  in  their  now  “  historic 
garments.  When  at  last  the  supplies  are  exhausted,  and  sunset 
reminds  us  that  we  are  yet  many  miles  from  home,  we  gather  up  the 
remnants,  bid  good  bye  to  the  friendly  faces  which  already  seem  like 
old  acquaintances,  promising  to  come  again  to  visit  new  regiments  to¬ 
morrow,  and  hurry  home  to  prepare  for  the  next  day’s  woS;. 

Every  day,  from  the  first  to  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  our  little 
band  of  missionaries  has  repeated  a  day’s  work  such  as  I  have  now 
described.  Every  regiment,  except  some  which  were  sent  home  before 
we  were  able  to  reach  them,  has  shared  alike  in  what  we  bad  to  give. 
And  I  think  I  speak  for  all  in  saying  that  among  the  many  pleasant 
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memories  connected  with  our  sanitary  work,  the  last  hut  not  the  least 
will  be  our  share  in  the  Field  Relief, 

Yours  respectfully, 

MRS.  STEPHEN  BARKER. 

ARTICLES  DISTRIBUTED  BY  THE  HOSPITAL  VISITORS. 


2,897  shirts. 

1,976  drawers. 

6,545  socks, 

100  vests. 

2,639  dozen  pairs  suspenders, 
5,682  “  combs. 

40,000  towels. 

47,842  handkerchiefs. 

4,000  papers  of  needles, 

542  pounds  thread. 

2,216  papers  of  pins. 

10,000  pounds  tobacco. 

467  reams  of  paper. 

209,000  envelopes. 

438  gross  pens. 

169  “  penholders. 

1,057  dozen  pencils. 

256  “  bottles  of  ink. 

664  cans  of  milk. 

574  “  tomatoes. 


565  cans  fruit. 

32  boxes  oranges. 

33  “  lemons. 

26  pounds  tea, 

156  “  farina. 

860  “  chocolate. 

100  “  sugar, 

244  bottles  jelly. 

208  “  B.  B.  brandy. 

474  “  Jamaica  ginger, 

70  bay  rum. 

14  “  wine. 

1,353  fans. 

60  straw  bats. 

250  tin  cups, 

175  “  plates  and  36  spoons, 

24  pieces  musquito  netting, 
30,000  ‘  Soldiers’  Friend,’  and  quan¬ 
tities  of  soldiers’  journals, 
daily  papers,  &c. 


The  following  extracts  from  the  Reports  of  the  Agents 
visiting  the  several  Army  Corps  will  also  indicate  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  work  : 


Sir  :  jjc 

I  found  I  could  supply  one  and  sometimes  two  Regiments  per 
day,  in  addition  to  one  entire  Brigade,  thus  successfully  closing  the 
work  of  distributing  supplies  to  the  nine  Brigades,  consisting  of  forty- 
five  Regiments,  besides  the  various  Detachments  of  headquarter  and 
ambulance  guards,  teamsters,  &c. ;  in  all,^  over  twenty  thousand  men. 

My  plan  has  been  to  distribute  by  Regiments,  first  conferring  with 
the  Brigade  Commanders  and  Surgeons,  then  the  Commanders,  Sur¬ 
geons,  or  Chaplains  of  Regiments,  in  regard  to  the  wants  and  conditions 
of  the  enlisted  men. 

I  generally  had  the  wagon  driven  into  the  camp  of  each  regiment, 
and  after  furnishing  the  Surgeon  with  what  was  needed  for  the  sick, 
would  give  shirts,  drawers,  socks,  &c.,  to  the  1st  sergeants  of  the  com¬ 
panies,  to  be  by  them  given  to  the  most  needy,  while  combs,  thread. 
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pins,  needles,  tobacco,  and  other  small  articles  I  gave  to  the  men  them¬ 
selves,  being  certain  that  those  who  needed  most  should  receive. 
The  work  has  been  facilitated  by  the  kind  assistance  I  have  received 
from  Brigade  and  Regimental  Commanders,  Surgeons,  Chaplains,  and 
others. 

I  have  but  one  exception  to  report — but  one  instance  where  Officers 
were  not  favorable  to  the  work  in  which  I  was  engaged.  All  others, 
so  far  as  I  know,  were  ready  and  anxious  to  assist  me  in  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  supplies  of  which  the  men  stood  in  so  much  need,  and,  in 
several  instances,  have  officers  tendered,  on  behalf  of  their  commands, 
the  thanks  of  the  Regiments,  when  they  were  so  choked  by  emotion  as 
to  render  their  voices  unheard.  It  Was  very  touching  to  see  brave 
officers  of  Sherman’s  army”  melted  to  tears  at  seeing  their  men 
receive  comforts  from  their  loyal  friends.  ^  ^  ^ 

Very  respectfully. 

Bear  Sir  :  *  *  *  *  *  * 

On  Thursday  P.  M.,  May  30, 1  visited  every  Regimental  Surgeon  and 
Chaplain  in  the  3d  Division,  5th  Corps.  By  every  one  of  them  I  was 
kindly  received.  All  were  glad  to  welcome  the  Commission  among 
them,  and  some  had  long  been  wondering  what  had  become  of  it. 
Nearly  every  one  gave  utterance  to  the  same  remark  made  by  the 
Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Hospital,  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  so 
much  sickness  in  the  Division.  They  attributed  it  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  severity  of  the  spring  campaign,  followed  by  the  fatiguing 
marches  to  and  around  Washington;  also  to  the  exposure  of  many 
to  the  weather,  quite  a  number  being  destitute  of  proper  clothing, 
having  lost  it  on  the  marches,  and  being  unable  to  procure  more,  the 
Quartermasters  having  ceased  issuing.  Some  of  it  was  charged  to  the 
quality-  of  the  food — having  had  no  vegetables  since  leaving  the 
vicinity  of  Burkesville.  Four-fifths  of  the  Surgeons  testified  to 
scorbutic  symptoms  in  their  Regiments.  Vegetables  seemed  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  men. 

******** 
Respectfully,  yours. 

Dear  Sir  :  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  visited  each  Regiment  and  conversed  with  Surgeons  and  Offi¬ 
cers,  also  Brigade  and  Division  Surgeons,  and  submit,  as  a  result,  the 
following  deductions  : 

That  the  Grovernment  is  not  furnishing  the  vegetables  necessary  for 
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tlie  health  of  the  men,  and  that  there  is  much  suffering  in  consequence. 

That  the  articles  furnished  by  the  Commission  are  absolutely  needed 
and  gratefully  received. 

That  with  two  exceptions,  the  Surgeons  of  the  Corps  appreciate  the 
work  of  the  Commission,  and  avail  themselves  of  its  services  when 

within  their  power  so  to  do. 

'X-  'X-  -x-  -x-  * 

Very  respectfully. 


Dear  Sir  :  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

These  sick  men  lay  in  tent  Hospitals,  on  rough,  hard  bunks,  or  blankets 
spread  on  the  ground.  They  were  poorly  supplied  with  proper  articles 
of  food,  that  day  being  the  first  on  which  they  had  received  soft  bread, 
and  as  yet  they  had  not  been  furnished  with  the  requisite  medical  sup¬ 
plies.  They,  nevertheless,  lay  without  complaint,  cheerful,  and  almost 
happy,  declaring  that  they  had  seen  much  harder  times,  and  were 
thankful  for  the  mere  privilege  of  rest  during  sickness.  The  stores  of 
fruits  and  jellies  were  most  gratefully  received  by  these  men,  as  well 
as  by  their  Surgeons,  who  assured  us  that  although  the  men  in  their 
long  campaigns  had  learned  to  suffer,  and  be  silent  under  almost  any 
suffering  and  deprivation,  these  supplies  were  particularly  welcome  at 
this  time. 

After  having  first  furnished  the  Hospital  of  a  Division  with  the 
needed  supplies,  I  proceeded  regularly  to  distribute  to  the  soldiers  of 
the  Division,  beginning  with  Brigades  in  their  Begimental  organization. 
Consistently  with  the  plan  of  calling  at  Corps  and  Division  Headquar¬ 
ters,  I,  in  all  cases,  requested  the  authority  and  aid  of  Begimental  Offi¬ 
cers  in  calling  up  the  Orderly  Sergeants  in  the  Begiments,  in  order  to 
receive  the  supplies  for  the  men  of  their  respective  Companies.  Each 
sergeant  reported  the  number  of  men  in  his  Company,  and  received  his 
proper  proportion  of  articles 

w  W  w  ^  W 

By  the  11th  instant  every  Brigade,  Begiment,  and  Company  in  the 
1st  and  2d  Divisions  had  been  visited,  and  each  man  had  been  furnished 
with  the  various  articles  intended  by  the  Commission. 

The  number,  of  men  in  the  two  Divisions  was  ten  thousand. 

******** 

Of  course,  discrimination  was  made  in  the  giving  out  of  these  stores. 
Articles  intended  exclusively  for  the  sick,  such  as  jellies,  canned  fruits, 
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cordials,  and  wines,  were  left  at  the  Hospitals,  while  an  abundant  supply 
of  oranges  and  lemons  enabled  us  to  provide  these  fruits  more  liberally 
for  the  benefit  of  men  throughout  the  Kegiments  who  were  sick  in 
Quarters.  *  5i«  ^  business  of  dealing  out  several 

articles  of  clothing,  such  as  shirts,  drawers,  shoes,  &c.,  was  in  charge 
of  the  Field  Agent  who  accompanied  the  wagon  of  supplies.  The 
limited  stock  of  these  articles  prevented  their  general  distribution, 
and  they  were  only  given  in  cases  of  necessity.  Towels,  handkerchiefs, 
suspenders,  combs,  tobacco,  stationery,  pins,  needles,  and  thread  were 
supplied  universally. 

******** 
Yours,  respectfully. 


Dear  Sir  :****** 

I  found  the  Olficers  very  pleasant,  and  always  willing  to  assist  me. 
They  all  said  the  articles  I  brought  would  do  the  men  a  great  deal  of 
good,  as  they  had  not  been  paid  in  several  months.  Most  of  the  men 
I  saw  had  been  with  Sheridan  through  the  campaigns  up  the  Y alley, 
and  were  quite  destitute.  Their  sutlers  always  charge  them  two  or 
three  times  as  much  as  they  can  buy  the  same  things  elsewhere  for. 

Respectfully. 


Dear  Sir  :  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Having  been  connected  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  for  over 
thiee  years,  I  can  safely  say,  that  they  never  have  been  so  systematically 
supplied  with  Sanitary  stores  as  they  have  been  since  arriving  here.  It 
might  be  proper  here  to  state  the  manner  in  which  distributions  were 
made.  To  each  one  hundred  men  we  issued  one  barrel  potatoes,  one 
half-ban  el  onions,  and  one  fourth- barrel  pickles,  on  requisitions  of 
Chaplains  or  Surgeons  of  Regiments  or  Brigades.  The  other  articles— 
such  as  clothing,  stationery,  lemons,  oranges,  &c.,  were  distributed  by 
the  ladies,  who  visited  each  Regiment,  and  distributed  such  articles 
as  were  needed  by  the  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
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gjj^  .  *  -x-  *  -X-  *  *  *  * 

Immediately  after  securing  our  position,  our  agents  visited  each  Regi¬ 
ment  in  the  5th  and  2d  Corps,  and  the  various  Field  Hospitals.  Sub¬ 
sequently  we  did  the  same  in  the  6th  A.  0. 

The  Hospitals  we  found  in  a  needy  condition.  Having  received 
orders  to  send  none  of  those  patients  to  the  General  Hospital,  and 
there  being  an  unusual  amount  of  sickness  in  most  of  the  Regiments, 
they  were  overcrowded.  Indeed,  they  could  not  receive  all  who  should 
have  been  sent  to  them  from  the  Regiments.  Add  to  this  the  fact 
that  they  had  been  only  established  for  a  few  days,  and  had  only  the 
outfits  of  Field  Hospitals,  the  supply  of  sheets,  pillow-slips,  bed-ticks, 
and  pillows  was  insufficient.  In  one  Hospital  they  could  not  obtain 
the  straw  to  put  in  the  bed-sacks,  and  the  sickest  men  were  lying  on 
rudely-constructed  bunks,’’  made  of  poles,  covered  by  a  single  blan¬ 
ket.  The  Surgeons  complained  of  difficulty  in  obtaining  proper  articles 
of  diet,  and  in  several  instances  of  failure  in  obtaining  the  needed 
stimulants  for  the  lowest  cases.  These  difficulties  always  exist  in  Field 
Hospitals,  but  were  greatly  aggravated  by  the  large  amount  of  work 
thrown  upon  the  Medical  Department  in  Washington  by  the  presence 
of  Sherman’s  Army.  The  cases  of  sickness  were  mostly  typhoid  fever 
and  diarrhoea.  The  mortality  which  existed  was  alarming. 

You  will  see  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  large  issues  to  the  Hos¬ 
pitals  The  lemons  and  acid  jellies  were  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
fever  cases.  Netting  was  a  great  comfort  to  all.  The  slippers  were 
good  as  a  prescription.”  The  vegetables  were  only  furnished  when 
the  Commissary  was  deficient,  and  were  used  to  put  in  the  soups. 
Clean  clothing  was  as  necessary  as  medicine,  and  could  not  be  supplied 
in  sufficient  quantities  by  the  Hospital  Department.  The  articles  of 
diet  were  faithfully  used.  The  statement  of  articles  furnished  to  each 
Hospital,  which  I  append,  will  explain  fully  what  we  did  for  them. 
While  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  Surgeons  in  charge  of  the  va¬ 
rious  Hospitals  seemed  to  be  honorable,  conscientious,  hard-working 
men,  who  made  a  wise  use  of  our  supplies,  I  take  even  greater  pleasure 
in  saying  that  they  made  no  unreasonable  demands,  and  that  our  sup¬ 
plies  enabled  us  to  meet  almost  all  of  their  calls. 

The  Regiments  scattered  through  the  various  Corps  demanded  the 
greater  part  of  our  time.  The  amount  of  sickness  and  destitution  in 
each  Regiment  was  very  large.  Many  causes  contributed  to  this  result. 
At  that  time  few  had  obtained  the  material  to  build  bunks  of,  and 
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were  sleeping  on  the  muddy  ground.  Had  they  been  encamped  before 
Richmond,  they  would  speedily  cut  down  bushes  or  obtained  boards 
in  some  way  to  have  c(^structed  comfortable  quarters;  but  here  there 
was  a  great  scarcity  of  wood,  and  strict  orders  had  been  issued  forbid¬ 
ding  them  from  cutting  anything  from  the  woodlands.  The  water  in 
some  localities  was  poor.  Many  were  sick  from  the  effects  of  their 
rapid  march  from  Richmond.  A  generous  rivalry  existed  between 
the  two  Corps  to  see  which  would  arrive  first. 

I  have  previously  spoken  of  the  impossibility  of  accommodating  all  of 
the  sick  men  in  the  Hospitals.  The  consequence  was,  that  each  regi¬ 
ment  had  from  ten  to  twenty-five  men  sick  in  Quarters.  Most  of  these 
men  had  diarrhoea,  arising,  in  many  cases,  from  a  lack  of  suflScient 
vegetable  food.  For  these  cases  the  Surgeons  drew  small  quantities  of 
farina,  milk,  corn,  starch,  lemons,  tea,  &c.,  which  they  gave  out  each 
morning  during  sick-call  to  such  as  required  them.  Previous  to  our 
arrival  it  had  been  almost  impossible  to  obtain  any  article  of  diet  for 
these  cases.  The  complaint  in  regard  to  the  lack  of  vegetables  was 
universal. 

*  ^ 

It  was  the  privilege  of  our  Station  to  give  orders  for  a  ration  of  vege¬ 
tables  to  each  regiment  in  the  2d,  5th,  and  6th  Army  Corps.  These 
orders  were  mostly  filled  in  the  following  proportion  :  One  barrel  of 
potatoes,  one-half  barrel  of  onions,  and  ten  gallons  of  pickles,  for  every 
hundred  men.  These  orders  were  drawn  by  the  Surgeons  from  our 
Ofiice  in  Washington,  and  distributed  to  the  men.  No  issue  of  the 
Commission  was  ever  more  opportune  or  gratefully  received.  The  Sur¬ 
geons  wished  us  to  convey  to  the  Commission,  in  behalf  of  their  Regi¬ 
ments,  their  warmest  thanks  for  this  timely  issue.  Just  before  I  left, 
one  of  the  Surgeons  called  and  said  that  it  had  been  the  means  of  check¬ 
ing  the  symptoms  of  scorbutus  in  his  Regiment.  Another  said  that 

the  potatoes,  when  divided,  gave  a  ration  of  three  pounds  to  each 
man.^’  Another  said  that  his  men  succeeded  in  makins:  them  last  a 
week  and  another  told  me  that  he  had  ordered  a  large  number 

•f 

of  his  men  to  eat  their  vegetables  raw — their  gums  were  so  dry  and 
spongy — and  that  the  men  did  not  waste  even  a  potato  skin.'’^ 

*  ^  *  *  *  *  *  -Jf. 

The  call  for  our  clothing  was  very  great.  Many  of  the  sick  of  the 
Regiments  required  clothing  which  they  would  not  have  needed  when 
well.  Aside  from  the  sick,  there  were  quite  a  number  who  were  re- 
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turning  from  prison,  or  from  the  General  Hospital,  who  were  in  an  ex¬ 
tremely  destitute  condition.  Aside  from  these  cases  there  were  others 
who,  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  were  extremely  destitute. 

While  our  station  was  in  operation  we  filled  at  least  2,000  requisi¬ 
tions.  Our  number  was  so  insufficient  and  our  accommodations  so 
limited  that  we  could  not  always  do  our  work  as  systematically  as  is 
best.  Still,  I  can  say  that  all  of  the  agents  have  worked  hard,  and  we 
have  endeavored  to  do  as  much  good  as  we  could  with  the  means  at 
our  disposal,  working  early  and  late  for  this  end. 

We  experienced  the  kindest  treatment  from  all  with  whom  we  came 
in  contact.  *  *  *  *  The  Provost  Marshal  of  this 

Division  and  the  Division  Medical  Director  did  everything  in  their 
power  to  further  our  work,  besides  furnishing  us  with  a  guard  night 
and  day,  and  a  large  tent  for  our  storeroom. 

>1^  vL'  >1^  ^ 

Very  respectfully. 


Dear  Sir  :  *  *  *  *  *  *  •  * 

General  Sherman’s  command  had  received,  since  they  left  Savannah, 
but  one  ration  of  vegetables,  and  that  reached  them  by  way  of  Wil¬ 
mington,  and  was  sent  by  the  Sanitary  Commission.  Foraging  to  the 
requisite  extent  was  impossible.  The  tracts  of  country  traversed  by 
the  column  did  not  contain  supplies  enough  of  the  needed  kinds;  and 
moreover,  time  could  not  be  allowed  for  the  purpose.  The  command 
was — “forward!”  and  resolutely,  cheerfully  even,  officers,  rank  and 
file,  masticated  their  hard-tack  and  devoured  their  pork,  and  victory 
was  their  stimulant  and  only  dessert.  Lips  became  parched,  gums 
spongy,  and  muscles  emaciated — the  first  stages  of  scurvy.  Thus  they 
camped  round  and  about  Washington,  and  put  off  their  travel-stained, 
dilapidated  garments,  but  no  change  of  diet  could  be  given  them  by 
their  Commissaries. 

The  Sanitary  Commission,  through  the  liberality  of  the  people,  has 
been  enabled  to  do  much  for  these  men  who  have  fought  so  bravely. 
One  afternoon  a  heavily  loaded  train  was  sent  out  to  the  station  beyond 
Alexandria  Immediately  Surgeons  and  Chaplains  came  in  with  their 
requests,  and  many  ambulances  and  wagons  gathered  around  the  tents 
waiting  to  be  loaded.  It  was  astonishing  how  fast  the  news  traveled. 
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Before  we  could  get  time  to  hoist  our  flag  applications  came  pouring  in. 
“  e  heard  you  were  in  the  vicinity,  and  were  hunting  you.”  *  * 

Two  men  Yoluntarily  came  from  their  camp,  distant  four  miles,  and 

after  midnight,  to  carry  a  barrel  of  potatoes  that  a  Chaplain  could  not 

put  in  his  wagon.  *  ^ 

* 

Very  respectfully  yours. 


* 


1)EAR  Sir  : 

Our  troops,  since  their  encampment  about  Washington,  have  been 
poorly  clothed  and  not  well  fed.  The  lack  of  clothing  may  be  ac¬ 
counted  lor  in  various  ways,  without  censuring  Government.  Many 
neglected  to  draw  when  opportunity  offered,  expecting  to  be  mustered  out 
immediately,  but,  being  retained  in  the  service,  found  themselves  desti¬ 
tute,  with  no  money  to  buy..  Returned  prisoners  were  also  constantly 
coming  in  camp  to  rejoin  their  respective  regiments,  and  almost 
nvariably  they  were  in  a  very  destitute  condition.  Quartermasters 
also  were  obliged  to  close  their  accounts  with  Government  prior  to 
being  mustered  out,  and  discontinued  their  customary  issues.  When 
It  is  further  remembered  that  the  troops  had  just  emerged  from  a 
severe  spring  campaign,  and  haa  made  some  heavy  marchino’,  in 
which  quantities  of  under-clothing  is  always  lost,  the  necessity  for  a 

liberal  issue  of  clothing  and  shoes  on  the  part  of  the  Commission  is 
apparent. 

Nothing,  however,  was  more  acceptable  to  the  troops  than  the  vege¬ 
table  issue  made  by  the  Sanitary  Commission  I  myself  visited  the 

whole  of  one  Corps  and  part  of  another,  and  was  informed  by  every 
^  urgeon  or  Officer  I  met  that  the  Commissary  was  lamentably  deficient 
m  this  respect,  and  that  the  troops  were  for  the  most  part  subsisting 
on  marching  rations,  and  scanty  at  that.  This  state  of  things  has 
undoubtedly  produced  a  most  injurious  effect  on  both  the  health  and 
morale  of  the  men.  Nearly  every  Regimental  Surgeon  stated  to  me 
that  he  had  an  unusually  large  number  on  his  sick  list,  which  he  at- 
utnd  mainly  to  the  lack  of  anti-scorhutic  and  vegetable  diet.  The 
ivision  Hospitals  were  all  filled  and  deaths  were  numerous.  *  * 

Yours,  &c. 
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To  the  preceding  Reports  we  add,  as  one  of  many  cordial 
and  gratifying  testimonials,  the  following  letter  from  Chap¬ 
lain  Jeremiah  Porter,  long  connected  with  the  Army,  and 
familiar  [with  the  operations  of  the  Sanitary  Commission 
in  the  field : 

Washington,  D.  C.,  June  12,  1865. 
Jno.  S.  Blatciiford,  Esq.,  Gen’l  Sec’y: 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  overtaken  Sherman’s  army  at  Alexandria  three 
weeks  since,  after  its  successful  march  from  Goldsboro,  through  Ra¬ 
leigh  and  Richmond,  it  has  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  see  how 
ready  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  and  the  Christian  Commissions  were  to  meet 
their  immediate  wants. 

While-  the  Hospitals  of  Georgia,  South  and  North  Carolina,  and 
Virginia  had  received  liberally  during  these  last  months  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  from  both  these  institutions,  the  marching  army  was  very  much 
out  of  their  reach. 

But,  on  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city,  which  their  long  marches, 
valor,  and  sacrifice  had  saved  from  the  power  of  our  enemies,  the  worn 
and  weary  soldiers  were  gratified  to  find  that  their  necessities  hud  been 
anticipated ;  that  the  Homes  and  Lodges  and  Rests  welcomed  multi¬ 
tudes,  and  that  the  men  in  the  field  were  not  overlooked. 

The  delicacies,  the  fresh  vegetables,  the  fruits,  and  the  under-cloth¬ 
ing  so  much  needed  after  such  fatiguing  marches  and  successful  battles, 
they  had  not  the  means  of  buying,  as  they  had  not  been  paid  by 
Government  since  leaving  Atlanta,  seven  months  ago.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  rations,  though  generous  here,  yet  needed  to  be  supplemented  in 
the  field  by  the  generous  donations  of  the  soldiers’  friends. 

Being  in  camp  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I  saw  with  admira¬ 
tion  the  operations  of  your  Commission  in  the  15th,  17th,  and  14th 
Corps. 

Every  facility  being  cheerfully  given  at  the  Rooms  to  obtain  the 
needed  supplies  which  were  pouring  in  from  the  North  to  meet  a  pres¬ 
ent  necessity,  ladies  who  had  four  years’  experience  in  these  Corps, 
and  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  Gen.  Logan,  as  earnest  and  unwea¬ 
ried  friends  of  the  soldier,  from  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  their 
work.  Commanders  of  Brigades  and  Divisions  most  cordially  encouraged 
them  to  bring  these  supplies  to  their  men.  For  this  purpose  army 
wagons  and  six-mule  teams  were  daily  at  the  service  of  these  your 
agents  in  the  field,  varying  in  number  from  four  to  eight  teams  per 
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day,  until  each  Brigade  of  these  Corps  had  been  met,  and  their  wants 
practically  supplied. 

It  was  a  luxury  to  those  who  had  associated  with  these  victorious 
armies  before  Corinth  and  Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  and  in  Alabama 
and  Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  to  meet  them  here  in  Washington, 
and  to  receive  the  ardent  thanks  of  officers  and  men  for  this  one  more 
remembrance  of  them  by  the  Sanitary  Commission,  before  their  final 
dispersion  as  soldiers.  A  year  since,  these  same  ladies  were  ministering 
to  the  mutilated  thousands  brought  from  the  battle-fields,  from  Resaca 
to  Kenesaw  Mountain,  of  the  stores  of  your  Commission.  Now  they 
cheer  the  remnants  of  these  heroes  as  they  are  putting  off  the  harness 
of  war,  and  have  a  right  to  “  boast,”  for  in  God  they  have  done  val¬ 
iantly,”  and  these  donations  judiciously  and  generously  given  to  the 
victors  express  a  nation’s  gratitude  to  its  defenders.  Still,  though  the 
aggregate  of  donations  from  day  to  day  was  large,  the  gifts  to  individ¬ 
uals  were  comparatively  small.  A  comb,  a  handkerchief,  a  towel,  a 
shirt,  a  little  dried  fruit,  a  few  pickles,  a  lemon,  or  an  orange,  black¬ 
berry  cordial  for  invalids,  each  reminded  the  receiver  of  the  great 
benevolent  heart  that  beat  with  love  for  the  soldier. 

Leaving  the  city  in  haste,  I  have  only  time  to  speak  of  the  work 
under  my  own  observation.  Those  of  whom  I  have  written  are  but 
few  of  the  laborers  in  this  great  work  in  our  now  disbanded  armies.  I 
am  grateful  to  God  who  has  not  suffered  your  Commission  or  its  co¬ 
operating  Christian  Commission  to  be  weary  in  well-doing,  and  that 
both  are  reaping  their  reward. 

Very  truly  yours, 

•JER.  PORTER. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  some  of  the  principal  issues  of  sup¬ 
plies  from  the  storehouse  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  from  May  25  to  June 
1<,  1865,  inclusive.  Some  of  these  supplies  were  furnished  to  the 
General  Hospitals,  but  most  of  them  were  issued  to  the  troops  gathered 
around  Washington  : 


Bed  Sacks .  572 

Blankets .  1,035 

Brushes,  hair .  44 

Combs,  coarse .  56,726 

Bo.,  fine .  27,710 

Head-rests .  19 

Knives  and  Forks . doz  95 

Mattrasses .  24 


Mosquito  Netting..  .. 

....pieces 

174 

Pails . . 

86 

Pillows . 

58 

Pillow  Cases . 

1,984 

Quilts . 

434 

Sheets . 

1,464 

Stretchers . 

22 

Spoons . 

. doz 

1424 

28 


Soap . 

. lbs 

312 

Oranges . 

341 

Stoves  and  Fixtures.. 

3 

Onions . 

l,227i 

Sponges .  . 

41 

Pickles . 

u 

773i 

Towels . 

56,625 

Do., . 

917 

Tin  Cups . 

3,180 

Do.,  . 

. kegs 

537 

Tin  Plates . 

• 

3,050 

Porter . 

...bottles 

154 

Potatoes . 

. bbls 

2,431 

Blouses . 

56 

Peaches . 

7,734 

Coats,  woolen  and  linen . 

95 

Rice . 

135 

Caps . 

27 

Rum,  Jamaica . 

. .  .bottles 

72 

Drawers,  cotton . 

6,920 

Sugar,  white . 

. lbs 

1,596 

Do.,  woolen . 

17,341 

Do.,  brown  . 

( ( 

1,030 

Eye  Glasses . 

....pairs 

29 

Salt  Fish . 

341 

Handkerchiefs . 

62,684 

Tamarinds . 

15 

Hats . 

870 

Tea,  green . 

1,473 

Pants,  woolen  and  linen... prs 

125 

Do., ‘black . 

( ( 

301 

Suspenders . 

29,312 

Tobacco,  chewing . 

(( 

14,632 

Shirts,  cotton . 

8,600 

Do.,  smoking . 

u 

6,016 

Do.,  woolen . 

25,354 

Tomatoes . 

. cans 

34,646 

Shoes . 

....pairs 

7,332 

Wine,  foreign . 

...bottles 

233 

Slippers . 

( ( 

2,968 

Wine  domestic . 

Socks,  cotton . 

(( 

12,821 

Whiskey . 

( ( 

616 

Do.,  woolen . 

( ( 

23,514 

Vests . 

157 

Bay  Rum . . 

555 

Wrappers . 

272 

Bandages . 

. bbls 

7-1 

Cologne . 

135 

Ale . 

..bottles 

252 

Candles . 

. lbs 

114 

Apple  Butter . 

. cans 

993 

Camphor,  spts . 

...bottles 

137 

Apples  and  h’ruit,  dried.. ..bbis 

2,713 

Do.,  gum . 

8- 

Blackberries . 

388 

Crutches . 

108 

Beef  Stock . 

177 

Canes . 

313 

Blackberry  Wine,  Cordial,  & 

Fumenti,  spts . 

...bottles 

22 

Brandy . 

3,205 

Fans . 

2,964 

Brandy . 

( 

486 

Games . 

6 

Brandy,  French . 

(( 

134 

Housewives,  Comfort  bags,  &c 

2,381 

Do.,  do . 

..gallons 

10 

Lime  Juice . 

...bottles 

48 

Butter . 

498 

Lint . 

. bbls 

8 

Canned  Fruits . 

135 

Muriatic  Acid . 

. lbs 

4 

Do.,  Meats . 

( ( 

102 

Needles . 

6,307 

Cherry  Brandy . 

..bottles 

174 

Old  linen.. . 

. bbls 

14 

Champagne . 

(< 

12 

Pipes . 

. boxes 

5 

Cocoa . 

. lbs 

.  31 

Pins . 

7,113 

Chocolate . 

( ( 

993 

Reading  Matter . 

. boxes 

53 

Coffee . 

(( 

69 

Straw  for  Bedding... 

. lbs 

300 

Corn  Starch . 

(( 

1,926 

Shoestrings . 

. gross 

45 

Con.  Milk . 

(( 

13,169 

Stationery — 

• 

Crackers  and  Cakes.... 

313^ 

Envelopes . . 

. 396,305 

Farina . 

4,057 

Ink . 

. bottles 

4,855 

Ginger,  Jamaica . 

..bottles 

3,976 

Writing  Paper.. 

....  reams 

906i 

Gherkins . 

159 

Pens . . 

. gross 

648| 

Jellies  and  Preserves.. 

2,151 

Pencils . 

15,558 

Lemons . 

591 

Penholders . 

24,370 

Lemonade,  Con . 

60 

Thread,  white  and  black... lbs 

664 

Maizena . 

. lbs 

2,009 

Yeast  Powder . 

. cans 

5 

The  estimated  value  of  supplies  issued  from  the  Washington  depot 
from  May  24  to  July  1  was  1237,811.94, 


